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Week Ending Friday, February 20, 1998

Statement on Signing the Holocaust
Victims Redress Act
February 13, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1564, the Holocaust Victims Redress Act.
This bill enables the United States Govern-
ment to provide further assistance to needy
Holocaust survivors and also strengthens cur-
rent U.S. efforts aimed at encouraging coun-
tries that possess gold looted from Holocaust
victims to donate those assets to the Nazi
Persecution Relief Fund. It further recog-
nizes the need for long overdue archival re-
search and translation services to set the his-
torical record straight.

My Administration has worked hard to
bring whatever measure of justice might be
possible to Holocaust survivors, their fami-
lies, and the heirs of those who perished. We
have pressed for restitution of property and
for the full declassification of archives so that
confiscated assets can be traced and restored
to their rightful owners. To speed progress
toward that goal, the U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of State will co-host in June an inter-
national conference on Nazi assets.

As I sign this bill into law, I note that sec-
tion 102(a), which purports to direct the
President on how to pursue negotiations with
foreign states, raises constitutional concerns.
Article II of the Constitution confers on the
President alone the Executive powers of the
United States, which includes special author-
ity over foreign affairs. Although I support
the policies underlying this provision, it can
be read to interfere with my discretion over
matters of foreign policy, and I will therefore
construe the provision as precatory.

There can be no way to deliver full justice
for the many millions of victims of Nazi per-
secution, and we know that the unspeakable
losses of all kinds that they suffered will
never be made whole. Yet it is my hope that
with this bill, we can help provide some dig-

nity and relief to those who were subjected
to the ultimate barbarism of the Holocaust,
and that it will hasten the restitution that they
undeniably deserve.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: S. 1564, approved February 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–158. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Reception in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
February 13, 1998

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you, Mayor. Thank you, Martin.
Thank you, Diane. I think that it was so easy
to raise money for this because everybody
wanted to come see your place, myself.
[Laughter] It is a truly beautiful, beautiful
home, and we thank you for having us here.

I thank Congressman Klink and Congress-
man Fattah, and Congressman and Mrs.
Holden for being here. And Joe Hoeffel, I
thank you for being here and for having the
courage to run again. This time I think you
will be rewarded. Thank you very much.

I’ve had a wonderful day in Philadelphia,
and the mayor has painted a rosy picture of
it, but I’d say it was fairly accurate. The peo-
ple of Pennsylvania have been good to me
and to my family and to the Clinton-Gore
administration. The people of Philadelphia
have been especially good. In the last elec-
tion, I think, we won the city by more than
300,000 votes. And I am very, very grateful.

I also want to thank Ed Rendell for always
being there, for helping us raise money for
Democrats across the country, as well as for
me and for the Vice President. And I want
you to know I really appreciate Martin Frost
because in good times and bad times he’s
been willing to get out here and try to stick

VerDate 20-JAN-98 08:57 Feb 25, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00001 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PICKUP\P08FE4.017 INET03



264 Feb. 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

up for what he believes in and help his col-
leagues to be funded. And that’s hard. And,
you know, I never saw anybody any better
at it than Martin Frost. He is just like a dog,
to the bone, man. [Laughter] Every time—
when I wake up in the morning and I start
throwing bones to my dog, Buddy, that’s the
way Martin is when it comes to raising
money. [Laughter] Martin lives in Texas. A
lot of you know that Martin lives in Texas,
and unfortunately, because our Coast Guard
and other military personnel have gotten so
good at apprehending drugs that used to
come by air and by sea into the United
States, more and more of the cocaine traffic
has shifted overland from Mexico with this
huge volume. And I thought to myself, if
Martin Frost had the same sense of finding
illegal drugs he has of finding campaign con-
tributions, he alone could shut off the flow
of illegal drugs through the Mexican border.
[Laughter] I’ve never seen anything like it.

But—so, I’m very grateful to all of you.
And of course, I’m grateful for this turnout
tonight. I’d like to just say a few words—
I really didn’t prepare any remarks tonight,
but I have thought—I’ve asked myself, why
was the response to the State of the Union
this year, even more than other years, par-
ticularly strong? That is—we had 400,000
hits on our web site for information about
the State of the Union, after the address. And
I think part of it is that Americans are now—
it’s sort of sinking in that the country is work-
ing again.

And all the Democrats here in the House
will tell you, we had to work very hard for
the first 4 or 5 years to make the country
work again. I mean, so much was dysfunc-
tional. When I was elected they told me that
this year, if nothing happened, this year our
deficit would be $370 billion. It was sup-
posed to be $295 billion the first year of my
Presidency. And the crime rate was going up
and the welfare rolls were exploding. They
reached an all-time high in February of
1994—all-time high. And we had all kinds
of other real difficulties. And the country
seemed to be dividing—and for 20 years—
Ed talked about closing the inequality—for
20 years, average wages of people with a high
school education or less had been dropping
compared to inflation and inequality had

been increasing among working people. And
people just had the feeling things weren’t
working.

So we brought a new approach to Wash-
ington, and we said the Democrats may be
the progressive party, but we’ve got to be
economically responsible. You have to under-
stand, any given time more people are work-
ing than are unemployed, you have to make
the economy work for people who can take
care of themselves if the economy works.

So we went first for reducing the deficit.
Then we said that it was fine for us to be
an open market to other people’s products,
but we wanted to do more to open other mar-
kets to our products. Because, with 4 percent
of the world’s people and 20 percent of the
world’s income, we obviously have to sell
more of our products abroad if we’re going
to maintain our standard of living.

And we recognized that no matter how
much we tried to cut unnecessary spending
to balance the budget, we still had to invest
in our people and our future. So we worked
at it for 5 years.

Your mayor, as much as anybody in the
country, I think, had a lot to do with passing
a crime bill in 1994 that put 100,000 police
on the street and take assault weapons off
the street and begin to give young people
something to do other than get in trouble.
And we’ve just been working at it.

And we were able, in this last State of the
Union Address, as a Nation—not me but as
a Nation—to celebrate what had happened.
The deficit, instead of $370 billion, would
be somewhere around $10 billion this year.
And if we can repeat what’s happened—
we’re in the fiscal year that began last Octo-
ber 1st—if the next 8 months are like the
first 4, we’ll actually have a balanced budget
or a small surplus this year, not even next
year.

So we’re moving in the right direction. The
crime rate has gone down every year for 5
years in all major categories. We have the
lowest welfare rolls in 27 years. We have the
lowest Hispanic unemployment rate ever re-
corded since the unemployment rate has
been measured by race; the lowest black un-
employment rate in 25 or 26 years. We
have—last year we began to really turn
around this income inequality problem—the
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highest percentage gained in income last year
was among working people in the lowest 20
percentile of our population, which is very
important, closing those opportunity gaps.

But beyond that, I think the response was
good because we said, you know, the time
to prepare the future is when the sun is shin-
ing, not when you’re up to your ears in quick-
sand. And so I tried to lay out to the Amer-
ican people a program to really prepare this
country for the new century, to invest in
science and technology. I came here to talk
to the American Academy of Scientists today
about the recommendations we made for a
21st century research fund. It was an idea
that I first heard from Hillary, that we ought
to give a gift to the new millennium that says
we’re going to imagine the future and respect
the past. So we proposed a fund, first of all,
to dramatically increase medical research, to
focus on cancer especially, to increase other
scientific research, as well as to preserve our
most important heritage. We’ve got, believe
it or not, the Star-Spangled Banner is in dan-
ger of total destruction. We have to save it.
It costs $13 million to do it. We need to re-
pair the way we maintain the Declaration of
Independence, the Bill of Rights, the Con-
stitution. These are very important things to
us.

And all over the country there are people
who have their own treasures. In Philadel-
phia, where the Nation began, it may be easy
to overlook, but every little rural county in
Pennsylvania has some part of America’s
past, some part of their roots that is very
much worth saving. And people I think see
that as a way of bringing the country together
and moving forward.

We have important missions in education.
I really do believe we have succeeded now
with all the things we’ve done in opening the
doors of college to all. And we know we’ve
got the best college system in the world, but
no one believes we’ve got the best system
of elementary and secondary education in the
world. And we have to make that the best
now. And then we have to get these kids who
come from a difficult background and let
them know they can go on to college.

Believe me, if you want to lower the in-
equality in America, the only way to do it
over the long run is to get more kids and

more adults to get higher levels of education.
And Chaka Fattah came up with this pro-
posal and worked with a lot of the rest of
us, and I mentioned it in the State of the
Union, where we’re going to go into—we’re
going to get colleges all over America to go
into junior high schools or middle schools,
starting with seventh graders, and tell them,
‘‘We’re prepared to give you somebody to
work with you for the next 6 years to make
sure that you succeed in school. You learn,
you perform, and you can go on to college,
and we’ll tell you right now, right now, in
the seventh grade, how much college aid you
can get. We’ll guarantee it to you if you do
your part.’’ This will be an astonishing thing.
This can revolutionize what we’re trying to
do.

We want to lower class size in the early
grades and help cities like Philadelphia,
where the average school building is 65 years
old, to repair school buildings. If you’re going
to have smaller classes, you’ve got to have
more classrooms. If you’re going to have
more teachers, you’re going to have more
classrooms to teach them in.

We want to help places like the place I
visited in Jupiter, Florida, the other day,
where they’ve got a school building, and then
out back they’ve got 17 trailers with children
in classrooms. We want to help them. This
is a place where both the urban areas and
the suburban areas that are growing have a
common interest in building a better edu-
cation system.

We want to continue to improve the health
care system—160 million Americans now in
managed care, and it will be more. And there
are lots of benefits to that. Every single living
American has benefited from lowering the
inflation rate in health care—every one of
us has. It’s one of the reasons we have a
stronger economy. And all the people in the
medical profession who participated in it, try-
ing to provide quality health care with lower
inflation costs, deserve our thanks, and the
responsible people in managed care deserve
our thanks.

On the other hand, we do not want to get
to a position where any American, because
of the health care plan that he or she is in,
is having the decisions about what’s best for
their health care made by someone other
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than a physician based on what’s best for the
patient. So we have to strike the proper bal-
ance here, and we want to do that.

We want to continue to deal with the prob-
lem of coverage. We still have 40 million
Americans without health care. We’re trying
to cover 5 million more children. We want
to let people between the ages of 55 and 65,
who lose their health insurance, just buy into
the Medicare program at the real cost of the
insurance policy or Medicare. And I believe
that a lot of people will do this, hundreds
of thousands, maybe even more than a mil-
lion, often with the help of their children.
We have a mission there.

We have an environmental mission. We
have got to find a way to continue to grow
the economy and preserve the environment.
We’re working with Detroit to try to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and other pollut-
ants in cars without undermining our econ-
omy. We know now that there are lighting
systems and glass systems and other building
systems that are available that would enable
us to build buildings, rehabilitate buildings,
build factories, build electric generating ca-
pacity, grow the economy without increasing
greenhouse gas emissions. We have to do
that for our grandchildren. And we can think
about that.

I’ll just mention one other thing that I
think is very important. I said the other
night—and I’ve gotten the strongest re-
sponse across America, and I didn’t really
know what the response would be when I
said it—that it is now projected that after
running 30 years of deficits, we’re actually
going to run surpluses for several years. Now
the surplus may go up or down depending
on economic growth, but structurally we
won’t have a deficit anymore, which means
in any given 5-year period, even if you have
a recession or something, we’ll have sur-
pluses for the predictable future. And I said,
and I will say again, I don’t think we ought
to start projecting how we’re going to spend
the surplus, whether it’s in a spending pro-
gram or a tax cut, until we have saved Social
Security.

You know, it is easy for us to forget, but
it was not until 1985—now, think about
this—in the whole history of the country, it
was not until 1985 that senior citizens be-

came less poor than the general population.
In 1935, when Social Security got started,
two-thirds of the people who were elderly
in this country lived in poverty, most of them
in abject poverty. Unless they had kids who
could take care of them, once they were out
of the work force they never made enough
money to save. We didn’t have, really, savings
systems. And they were in terrible problems.

Social Security helped to change that. The
disability program in Social Security helped
to help those who were disabled. Adjusting
the income every year with the cost of living
increases, although it cost money, helped to
give dignity to people.

Now, as the baby boomers retire—and I’m
the oldest of the baby boomers; I was born
in 1946—and for the 18 years, from the end
of World War II, 1946, for 18 years there-
after, to 1964, that group of people is the
largest single group of Americans in our his-
tory, ironically, until the group that is now
in high school—in grade school and middle
school. We finally have a group of school-
children bigger than the baby boom genera-
tion.

But there will be for several years—there
will be, for several years after the baby
boomers retire, a dramatic shift in the num-
ber of people retired compared to the num-
ber of people working. Not so long ago there
were five people working for every person
drawing Social Security. Now there are about
four, I think. But by the time all the baby
boomers get into the retirement system, if
we retire at presently projected rates there
will be only two people working for every-
body drawing.

Now, I don’t know a single person in my
generation that wants to give up the ele-
mental security of Social Security. But nei-
ther have I ever met a person in my genera-
tion who wants to burden our children with
higher tax rates and undermine their ability
to raise our grandchildren. Therefore, if we
start now, since the Social Security Trust
Fund is okay until 2029—and actually I think
soon we’ll be a few years beyond that—we
can take modest steps now that will take care
of Social Security for a long time in the fu-
ture.

Now, something else has happened that
we all know. Since we’re all earning higher
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incomes, hardly anybody can actually main-
tain their standard of living with Social Secu-
rity alone. So in addition to reforming Social
Security and saving it, we’ve been working
very hard since 1994 to make it easier for
people to save in 401(k) plans, to protect re-
tirement more, to make it easier for people
to carry their retirement around from job to
job. We will have to do more of that. We
will have to help people do more to save for
their own retirement. But this is an incred-
ible gift that we can give to the future. So
in the next year we’re going to have these
forums around the country. Then we’re going
to try to pass legislation in 1999. Now, I think
the American people want us to do that.

Now, let’s get down to the political pur-
pose of tonight. In every election in the 20th
century, in off years, and especially in the
second term of a President, the President’s
party always loses seats in one House of the
Congress in an off-year election. We have
a chance to beat that trend this year, and
I honestly believe there is quite a good
chance, not just a 30 percent chance, a very
good chance that Martin Frost is right, that
we could have a Democratic majority, that
Mr. Gephardt could become the Speaker,
that we could go forward—a very good
chance. Why? Because for one thing, this is
not a typical second term. That was not a
rest-in-the-shade agenda that I gave the
American people. [Laughter] And I don’t be-
lieve in resting in the shade. I intend to work
till the last minute of the last hour of the
last day in January of 2001. I intend to be
hitting it. I don’t believe in that.

Audience member. That sounds like
something our mayor said.

The President. And if we can stay united,
as we are, and if we can be positive and if
we cannot play politics—that is, I think it
is imperative that we do everything we can
to work with the Republicans to pass every
single thing we can this year, because we
know that in good faith, no matter how hard
we work with them, no matter how hard they
work with us in good faith, there will be
enough honest disagreements in this agenda
I’ve outlined, that by November, Joe will still
have something to campaign on. [Laughter]

But we have to recognize that people elect
you to govern. So, if we can stay together,

we’ve got a good agenda; we’ve got good can-
didates; the only other thing we have to do
is to make sure that we are properly funded.
In the last 2 weeks of the last election, when
we were 11 seats short of taking Congress,
in the 20 closest races our people were out-
spent about four to one—about four to one
in the last 2 weeks—in the closest races. We
are determined to see that that won’t happen
this time. And you are helping. But I believe
that we are best served by a positive cam-
paign, working, bringing out the best in the
American people, and getting people to look
to the future.

Everybody knows that this new approach
is working. All the things they used to say
about the Democrats are not valid any-
more—our opponent. They can’t say we’re
fiscally irresponsible because we balanced
the budget. They can’t say that we are weak
on crime because we’ve had policies that
were in effect written by the law enforce-
ment community, implemented, and are
working. They can’t say that we don’t care
about work over welfare because we’ve
moved record numbers of people from wel-
fare to work and still tried to do more to
support their children.

So a lot of these hits that used to be put
on the Democrats don’t hold water anymore.
Now we are free to debate the future, to en-
vision the future, to work for the future. And
if we’ll do that, we can achieve it.

Let me just leave you with this last point.
I spent a lot of time in the last year reading
the history of the 19th century, because I
came to realize that, like most Americans,
I knew a fair amount about our founding and
what happened in Philadelphia, I knew a fair
amount about Abraham Lincoln and the Civil
War, and I knew a fair amount about what
had happened from Theodore Roosevelt for-
ward. Most Americans don’t know much
about what happened after Andrew Jackson
until Abraham Lincoln, and what happened
after Abraham Lincoln until Teddy Roo-
sevelt—they just don’t.

And what I got out of that study was a
more unified picture of the history of Amer-
ica. And if you go back to our founding and
study the history of America, I think you’ll
see that, at its best, our progress through
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time has always been about three things: wid-
ening the circle of opportunity, deepening
the meaning of our freedom and our liberty,
and strengthening our Union, our sense of
national union.

Thomas Jefferson’s greatest achieve-
ments—well, he wrote the Declaration of
Independence. He changed us from being
a colonial country to a continental country
when he bought Louisiana—giving me a
chance to become President, thank you very
much—[laughter]—sending Lewis and Clark
on their great expedition.

Abraham Lincoln strengthened the Union
and deepened liberty. But also—a lot of peo-
ple forgot about it—he signed the bill in the
middle of the Civil War to establish the sys-
tem of land grant colleges, widening the cir-
cle of opportunity.

In the 20th century our party—we haven’t
always been right, as I’ve said, we’ve been
wrong from time to time, and we haven’t al-
ways been up to date, but we have always,
from the time of Woodrow Wilson forward,
been in the vanguard of widening the circle
of opportunity, deepening the meaning of
freedom, strengthening the Union of the
United States. And if we will do that all year,
on the stump, but also at work, then I believe
that the chances that the American people
will say, ‘‘We like this, and we will elect peo-
ple who believe this,’’ are quite extraordinary.
And you have made it possible for us to have
a chance to do that.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadelphia; dinner
hosts Martin and Diane Weiss; Representative
Martin Frost, chairman, Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee; Gwen Holden, wife
of Representative Tim Holden; and Joe Hoeffel,
Democratic candidate for Pennsylvania’s 13th
Congressional District. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 14, 1998

Good morning. Our most important task
in the coming years is to strengthen America
for the 21st century. Nothing weakens our

families and the fabric of our Nation more
than the use, abuse, and sale of drugs.

Today I want to talk about what we all
must do to protect our children and keep
our communities safe from drugs. I’m very
pleased to be joined by the leader of our anti-
drug efforts, General Barry McCaffrey. Let’s
begin by recognizing that the fight against
drugs must be waged and won at kitchen ta-
bles all across America. Even the world’s
most thorough antidrug strategy won’t ever
do the job unless all of us pass on the same
clear and simple message to our children:
Drugs are wrong; drugs are dangerous; and
drugs can kill you. That is our most powerful
antidrug strategy.

We’ve had some very encouraging news
in recent months. We’re finding that more
and more of our young people are saying no
to drugs, and we can all take great pride in
the fact that the number of Americans who
use drugs has fallen by one-half since 1979.
But that number is still too large. That’s why
I’m proposing a new 10-year plan to meet
one unambiguous goal: We can and must cut
drug use in America by another 50 percent.
This plan builds on our strategy of tougher
punishment, better prevention, and more
partnerships to shut down the international
drug trade. It proves that we can balance the
budget and win our fight against drugs.

First, we must keep our children from ever
trying drugs in the first place. We’ll send pre-
vention educators to 6,500 schools nation-
wide. Our national youth antidrug media
campaign will ensure that every time our
children turn on the TV, listen to the radio,
or surf the Internet they’ll get the powerful
message that drugs destroy lives. Because
most young people get in trouble after school
and before their parents get home, we’ll ex-
pand after-school programs dramatically to
help keep our children off the streets, away
from drugs, and out of trouble.

Second, we’ll hire 1,000 more Border Pa-
trol agents, work closely with neighboring
countries, and use the latest technologies to
keep more drugs from coming into America
in the first place.

Third, we will strengthen law enforcement
by finishing the job of putting 100,000 more
community police on our streets, hiring 100
more DEA agents to crack down on
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